
Deoniaeth Dyffryn Dyfrdwy-Dee Valley Deanery

Minutes of the Mission Area Meeting, 7.00pm Tuesday 3rd March held at Chirk Parish Hall

At 7.10pm The Mission Area Leader Revd Sue Huyton opened in prayer and welcomed

Archdeacon Bob Griffiths to lead a Bible Study.

Apologies Sheila Jones, Ann Aird, Nesta Hughes, Audrey Powell, Bill Barlow.

Present: V Williams, Jackie Carter, Edward Yendall, David Chien, Edward Wardle, Christine

Henderson, Glyn Davies, Ann Lamb, Michael Winwood, Andre Sully, Jane Ayee, Bob Evers,

Anne Aird, Elizabeth Hanmer, Letitia Pickles, Trish Owens, Kate Tiltman, Beulah Griffiths,

Yvonne Price, Jean Audrey Speare, Janet Okell, Sylvia Johnson, Hilary Prescott, Clive Hughes,

Maggie Shaw, Mike Vellacott, Graham Raffle, Sue Hughes, Sue Huyton.

Bible Study: Mike Vellacott read from 1 Samuel 3:1-10. Archdeacon Bob likened 20:20

Vision to an Adult version of Messy Church and gave instances of mess experienced by the

Early Church and also in the ministry of Jesus. The full text is available upon request, but in

summary the call of Samuel to God’s service in uncertain times not unlike our own, actually

began much further back in the story of his mother, Hannah. God is eternally working out

his agenda and we each need to learn to recognise his voice and respond to it ‘here I am’,

before we can meet with him and participate in what he is doing in this time and place. In

conclusion, Archdeacon Bob said we are about growing God’s church, not staying where we

are. As in the Bible text, the Lamp has not gone out.

Andrew Sully: spoke of the inaugural train journey from Llangollen to Corwen taken this

week, during which he came to realise that culturally and historically Llangollen looks more

in this geographical direction than towards Chirk and the industrial areas that satellite

Wrexham. Following this he talked with Archdeacon Bob who subsequently talked with

Edward Yendall. The previous fixed boundaries are fluid, the key is to find a solution best

for parishes today, irrespective of current or previous groupings.

Chair Sue asked in the light of these conversations how Chirk saw their future? Lay

members expressed that historical links have been with the churches of Llangollen, however

Chirk hospital provides a current connection with the people of Rhos and Ruabon. This is

something for the PCCs to discuss further.

Archdeacon Bob outlined the role of Transition Mentors and gave examples of how these

are being deployed in other Mission Areas in the diocese. Each role is defined in response

to needs within an area: in one it is listening to laity, independent of clergy involvement. In

another the appointee will be an independent catalyst to ask the difficult questions needed

to move forward. He suggested the time is right to discuss whether this is something that

might help our deanery journey. Chair Sue to ask Pam Powell for details and distribute

them to clergy and PCC secretaries.



Revds Jackie, Trish & Kate described their growing together a shared ministry, including

confirmation, Worship Leader training and a new project to appoint a youth chaplain who

will work across their six primary, plus secondary, schools. They are working with guidance

from Tim Feake the Under 25s Officer to create a job description, and apply for funding from

the Transition Fund and Wrexham Parochial Education Trust. Archdeacon Bob pointed out

that the trust is specifically Anglican and for church schools, and its remit has recently been

extended to the whole Borough of Wrexham. The funds available are substantive.

A member representing Penylan shared that they looked more towards the grouping of

Bangor, Hanmer & Erbistock than Ruabon, with whom they are currently linked.

Archdeacon Bob reiterated that now is the time for these boundary discussions to take

place.

Chair Sue asked if the meeting were content for her to sign the Minutes of the meeting held

on 11 November once available from Bill, and all agreed.

Archdeacon Bob suggested each parish discuss Transition Mentors and the next meeting

decide if this is a way forward.

Chair Sue asked if the meeting had any nominations for the next Diocesan charity. Several

possibilities including Air Ambulance for a second year running, hospices, and women’s and

men’s refuges were put forward. PCCs to discuss, and bring back specific nominations to

the next meeting.

Future Events: an invitation to the deanery to Hanmer Choral Evensong, 26 April as

advertised. Discussion ensued about the Ascension Day 7.00am service at Panorama, to be

followed by breakfast; this will be led by Revd Trish.

Same Sex Marriage: Some parishes and PCCs have discussed this already, while others have

not. Chair Sue has arranged a meeting at 7.15pm on Thursday 21 May at St Mary's School

Hall, Ruabon to which she has invited one person currently in a civil partnership and a

female, both of whom will speak. The session will be one of listening to others, rather than

active discussion. The Archidiaconal Meeting will be held 7pm on Thursday 4 June at St

Margaret’s, Wrexham where representatives will report back; it will be facilitated by Philip

Groves and a secret ballot will be held, the results of which will contribute to informing the

Bench of Bishops of the mind of the Province. All are welcome to attend this event.

Confirmation: a date of 5 July, 3.00pm has been offered. If insufficient numbers come

forward then the Bishop will be invited to a deanery Evensong on the same day instead.

Wrexham will hold their Confirmation on 28 June as an alternative date.

Chair Sue pointed to other issues besides 20:20 Vision, and a suggestion that a speaker from

the Arthur Rank Centre be invited to address the Deanery in September on issues in the

rural church. The meeting agreed and Bill Barlow is to be asked to write upon return from



holiday. Archdeacon Bob mentioned that as an alternative Archdeacon Peter has the brief

on rural ministry for the diocese.

Andrew Sully invited members to a Taize Prayer the following evening at the Upper Room,

9.00pm where two visiting Polish youth would be present.

Chair Sue announced that Jackie would have a NSM curate, Philip Carey arriving this

summer; congratulations were recorded to Matthew and Sarah upon the birth of their

daughter. She invited Archdeacon Bob to conclude the meeting with a blessing. He invited

us to bless each other with the words of the Grace.

The Meeting ended at 9.10pm

(Minutes taken and prepared by Sue Hughes in the absence of Secretary Bill Barlow)


