
9th May 
Easter  6 

 

Jesus said, ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you: 
abide in my love. ’ 
 

A gathering prayer  
In love we were made, by love we are redeemed.  
And love at last shall bring us home. 
In gratitude for all that we have and all that we are,  
we come to give thanks to our loving God,  
and to praise God’s holy name. Amen 
 

A prayer of confession  
Jesus taught us to love one another,  
but often we argue, and hurt one another.  
God of all goodness, we are sorry.   
 

Jesus taught us to love one another,  
but often we think of ourselves, and ignore each other.  
God of all goodness, we are sorry.  
 

Jesus taught us to love one another,  
but often we forget what he taught,  
and forget one another’s needs.  
God of all goodness, we are sorry.  
 

Silence  
 

God of all goodness, help us to love one another as Jesus loves 
us; and when we don’t, let us remember that you still love us and 
forgive us, so we can pick ourselves up and start again. 
Amen.  
 

Hear the words of grace ‘Your sins are forgiven. ’  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 



Collect 
Risen Christ, by the lakeside  
you renewed your call to your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command  
and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

First Reading: Acts 10:44-end 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 
heard the word. The circumcised believers who had come with 
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking 
in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone 
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them 
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 
him to stay for several days. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

A prayer of praise  
Lord, you are the friend of the poor and impoverished.   
We praise you for sharing your riches.  
You are the friend of the lost and forsaken.  
We praise you for guiding us home.  
you are the friend of the outcast and stranger.  
We praise you for including us in.  
Friend of the friendless, companion to the lonely, 
 host to all humanity. We praise your holy name! Amen 
 

Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 



just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be complete. “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father.  You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 
last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another.  

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

A prayer for all ages  
Make me a true friend, O God.  
Make me a faithful friend.  
 

Give me a patient heart, so that i may listen.  
Give me a loving heart, so that i may hear.  
Make me a true friend, O God. 
Make me a faithful friend.  
 

Give me a strong heart – take away my fear. 
Give me a courageous heart – make me daring in your name. 
Make me a true friend, O God. 
Make me a faithful friend.  
 



Give me a quiet heart – to act for others setting self aside. 
Give me a peaceful heart – to act out your love in all creation.  
Make me a true friend, O God.  
Make me a faithful friend. Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father…. 
 

A sending out prayer  
Go! you are friends of the Most High! 
Go and praise the maker of heaven and earth 
 – our God, our Friend. 
In the name of the Most High! 
Amen.  


